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3. Cattle Breeding Services.

• Helping farmers 
“capture” the €100.

• Proving information & 
services.

– Beef Expo, ICBF Website, 
& ICBF Active Bull List.

– ICBF Beef HerdPlus.
– GROW
– G€N€ IR€LAND
– Herdbook Services.
– Suckler Cow Welfare 

Scheme
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(i) Beef Expo – Breeding 
Information.

• Breed Fact Sheet;
– National Calf Registration.
– Herdbook Registration.
– Performance Data.
– Genetic Evaluations
– Genetic Trends.

• €uro-Star Indexes for all 
animals in show.

• €uro-Star Index catalogue 
(limited availability).
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(i) ICBF Active Beef Bull List 
2008

Cod
e Name Brd €-val rel

Star 
across 
breed €-val

Star 
across 
breed €-val

Star 
across 
breed €-val

Star 
across 
breed €-val

Star 
across 
breed

LWF LAWSONS FORD BAGATELL AA €96 78 **** €12 ***** €31 ** €155 ***** €126 ***
LRH LAHEENS RICHARD AA -€7 74 * €4 ***** -€32 * €112 ***** -€82 *
EDJ DU JARDIN ESPOIR DU JARDBB €146 81 ***** €3 ***** €112 ***** -€57 * €296 *****
AED D'OZO ADMIRE ET BB €73 79 *** -€23 * €84 **** -€18 ** €124 ***
MIR MEILLARD RJ CH €196 77 ***** -€15 * €168 ***** -€51 * €417 *****
CF51 DOONALLY NICEFOR CH €80 82 **** -€27 * €104 ***** -€86 * €180 ****
RSL RH STAR BURST LAD 7G HE €62 71 *** -€9 ** €26 ** €151 ***** €46 **
CRP CARHUEFREE PRINCE HE €9 77 * -€1 **** -€14 * €125 ***** -€50 *
MUC MAS DU CLO LM €153 76 ***** -€13 * €112 ***** €82 ***** €247 *****
ORS OURSON LM €64 74 *** -€15 * €71 **** -€33 ** €125 ***
HKG HILLCREST KING SI €178 84 ***** -€7 *** €110 ***** €181 ***** €281 *****
FBX FREIGHDUFF BRENDAN SI €30 83 ** -€22 * €48 *** -€20 ** €64 **

Calving Beef Carcass Milk & Fertility Calf QualityBull Details
Suckler Beef Value 

(€-star)
Beef Value (€-star) Replacement Value (€-star)

• €100 difference within breeds.
• 5 stars or 1 star = difference of €2,000 profit per year
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(ii) ICBF Beef HerdPlus

• Minimal cost;
– €20/herd/year for electronic.
– €60/herd/year for paper.

• Direct access to your herd data in database.
• Can you afford to miss out?

• Valuable 
reports for 
breeding & 
management 
decisions.



23

Example; Beef €uro-Star Report

• Excellent herd for Beef €uro-Star Indexes.
• 32 commercial cows – 5 star cows.
• Another €100 (5 star bull (€100) + 5 star 

cow (€100) = €200 additional profit.
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(iii) GROW – Genetic Recording 
of Weanlings

• Promote weaning 
weight recording 
amongst breeders & 
commercial farmers.

• Launched Spring 08
• Excellent uptake.

– Weanling weight 
recording has doubled 
this year.

• Reports for farmers.

Buy bulls from 
farmers with the 

weighed & scored logo
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(iv) G€N€ IR€LAND Beef - 2008

• Objective; To provide a better bull each year 
for breeders & farmers.

• Program launched in 2007.
– To-date 400 herds on program & 15 bulls tested.

• Program is expanding (breeds & herds)
• Aim to progeny test 20 bulls in this Autumn.

– 600 herds required. 
– Good incentives for farmers; ~€600 for 25 straws.

• Main source of bulls for program is high 
€uro-Star bulls from Tully.
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(v) Herdbook Services.

• Irish beef herdbooks 
manage members 
data within central 
database.

– Pedigree registration, 
errors, invoicing, 
catalogues…

• New “on-line” herdbook launched in 
conjunction with breed societies.

– Animal search; pedigree, progeny, indexes.
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(vi) Suckler Cow Welfare 
Scheme.

• DAF funded scheme.
• Operated from ICBF 

cattle breeding 
database.

• Animal Events as a 
key component.

• Manage your data “on-line”.
– ICBF website; User name & password.
– Births, sire’s, calving, castration, meal feeding..
– Making it “easier” for farmers & industry.
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1. Data for Cattle Breeding.
• Single database, used by farmers & 

stakeholders. 
• Quality of data is improving rapidly.

2. €uro-Star Indexes.
• Profit focused (€100 difference within breeds).
• Technically strong (across breed & foreign data).

3. Providing Valuable Services.
• Opportunity for big uptake in beef breeding 

information & services by farmers & industry.
• Start to-day…the next bull you buy, information 

for breeding (HerdPlus), G€N€ IR€……

Summary - Trying to 
capture the €100!
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Trying to find a winner!

Use breeding information
Thank-You.



ICBF’s HerdPlus Beef service offers you an 
Independent, Scientific & Profit based assessment 

of your herd through access to the following :

Slaughter Report

Suckler Cow
Report

Calving &
Fertility
Reports

Linear &
Weight

Recording

Personalised 
Pocket Notebook

Online Herd
Profiles

Priority Access
to G€N€ Irl & Tully

€uro-Star Report

To Sign up to HerdPlus Lo-Call 1850-600-900

Beef



 




