Top bulls selected at Tully pre-sale

Last week saw the top beef bulls selected from each of the 9 breeds that participated in the latest Tully intake.  Details of the winning bulls are given in Table 1.

All 50 bulls finished their 90 day performance test on the 23rd of September.  Concentrates offered to the bulls will be gradually decreased over the two week period leading up to Elite High Health status sale. This is to ensure that all bulls are acclimatised to a diet that will reflect their new on-farm environment. 
The 50 bulls will be sold at Tully performance test centre, Kildare town, Co. Kildare on Friday, 8th  October, starting at 5pm. The top bulls pictured on this page are among the bulls available for purchase at the up-coming Tully sale. The bulls on offer consist of 2 Speckle Park, 3 Blonde d’Aquitaine, 1 Parthenaise, 2 Shorthorn, 5 Angus, 3 Charolais, 1 Simmental, 2 Belgian Blue & 31 Limousin and are listed in the order of sale. Bulls are between 12 and 17 months of age.
Tully’s focus is helping to increase profit for breeders by testing for both performance and health. There is also a big emphasis on selecting bulls with strong maternal lines in terms of Milk & Fertility to ensure that when they are used for breeding heifer replacements, selected bulls have the potential to produce a calf with superior weaning weights, excellent conformation and good growth rates.
Performance and Health testing

In terms of the Tully performance test, all animals are tested for a 90 day period, with information then obtained on key traits such as feed conversion efficiency and growth efficiency. This allow us identify the truly superior bulls for these traits. For example, when the feed intake and measurement data were obtained on all bulls from the current intake, the nine bulls identified in Table 1 excelled on key traits such as Average Daily Gain, Feed Conversion Efficiency and Scanned muscle and fat depth (indicators of meat and fat yield). 

What makes Tully bulls superior is not only that they are pre-selected, have elite genetics and high indexes, but the fact that these bulls have a very high health status. Only bulls from herds with a high health status are eligible to enter Tully. 

Purchasing a bull at Tully greatly eliminates the risk of introducing new diseases into your herd. Tully bulls undergo rigorous testing before and during their performance test period to ensure that they are clear of infectious diseases such as IBR, BVD, Johne’s and EBL. 

Table 1. Performance and Indexes of top bulls at Tully
	Breed
	Name
	Average Daily Gain (kg/day)
	Feed Conversion Efficiency (DMI/ADG)
	Scan Muscle Dept (mm)
	Scan Fat Dept (mm)
	SBV (€)
	

	AA
	Newstar Fabien
	2.4
	5.0
	77
	5.8
	38
	

	BA
	Glack Darragh
	2.3
	5.3
	100
	3.0
	139
	

	BB
	Gaggin Dancer ET
	2.2
	4.5
	76
	1.8
	110
	

	CH
	Carly Earl
	2.1
	4.8
	89
	2.0
	117
	

	LM
	Elite Erasmus ET
	2.4
	4.5
	89
	2.2
	205
	

	PT
	Keelties Echo
	1.9
	4.8
	73
	2.0
	70
	

	SH
	Mogeely Liberty (H)
	2.4
	5.3
	63
	6.5
	4
	

	SI
	Addinstown Alvin
	2.4
	5.1
	81
	3.8
	167
	

	SP
	Knockane Warrior Et
	2.0
	4.7
	72
	8.8
	-
	


Note: Table contains updated indexes based on evaluation run done on 27th of September
How the bulls were selected

The top bulls (pictured) were identified within each breed based on 3 main criteria. These criteria were; 

· Visual Score (33%). All bulls were assessed by one “master scorer”, working on behalf of ICBF and the each of the beef herdbooks. The bulls were visually scored for muscle, skeletal and functionality traits. 
· €uro-Star indexes (33%). These were based on the official indexes from ICBF (August 2010). 
· Tully performance data (33%). The Tully performance test involves subjecting the bulls to uniform feeding, housing and management conditions. During the performance test, bulls are weighed every 21 days with individual feed intake being obtained daily. Measurements obtained from the 90 day performance test include; (i) Average daily gain (kg/day): A key indicator of growth rate, (ii) Feed conversion efficiency (DMI/ADG): The ratio describing the amount of feed consumed per unit of production. It is important to identify animals that are efficient users of feed, with low values representing more efficient animals, (iii) Scanned muscle and fat depth (mm): These traits are accurate indicators of meat and fat yield, and (iv) Scrotal circumference (cm): Increased scrotal circumference is associated with earlier age at puberty, increased semen production and improved semen quality. 
All bulls were scored according to the above criteria, and the top bulls were then selected from within each breed based on this analysis. These bulls are a reflection of the exceptional quality of bulls available for purchase at the up-coming sale, with each having excellent performance figures (Table 1). For example, average daily gain ranged from 1.9 to 2.4 kg per day across the nine breeds. It is now clear that the objectives of Tully are being achieved; to provide elite high genetic merit and high health status bulls to the beef industry, thereby allowing breeders to increase the profitability of their beef herds. 

Location and contact details.

The testing centre is located in Tully, Kildare, Co. Kildare, of the M7 roundabout and minutes from Kildare town. For more information you can contact Stephen Conroy, manager of the test centre by email at sconroy@icbf.com or by phone at 045 521573.  A free copy of the catalogue is also available for download at http://www.icbf.com/services/tully/index.php .
